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NAMIBIA..is the southern: African leader in
combating’ desertification and servesas an ex-
ample for the sonthern African reglon and Af-
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Helmut’ ‘Woht of the
Deutsché Gesellschaft fur

Zussamenarbeit, (GTZ),
thmnghwh:chfundsfrom'

Germany are channelled,

during: am Information . .
) “of governmentand NGOs

Weekmcfatc;obabeb re-

search’ station: in the
Namib desert over the__
 reasom Napcod’ had been
4 a]]ocawd.N.SS,Sfmzlhon
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Wohl said
other African- ¢ govem-
ments,; whichr-reacted to
from the World

Bank through their Na-

f..

tional Environmental Ac-

tion Plan and first waited
foridonor aid, Namibia-
had taken the-initiative to-

form the Namibian Pro- :i:

gramme to: Combat
Desertification (Napcod).

Napcodbrmgstogether -
_relevanthon-government
organisations (NGOs)’

an@,Mmlsmes involved

in environmental- issues’

and rural development. ’
“This “unique approach

working,, togcther in an

for the firs€ ﬁ)m’phases of
its programimies; -

Other" donors, such as
the Food and Agriculturé
Organisation and the
Embassy -of the Nether-
lands, also contributed to

the’programme. - ..

Dr Chris Brownof the
Ministry of Environment

that dnnngtheRxo Con; _mclude tthamxmez ' jectives. iRt - O
ference (1992, Namibia - i
hadpmsedfmconven—‘

tion to deal specifically

with the problems of

desertification. &
This convennon was..
signed ‘by Namibia in

1995 and is-expected to

be ratified during the first

sitting of the National-.

Assembly this year. * ~

Napcod’s steering__
committee: was unique i
that it was comprised of
two Government minis—

tries; (Environment:-and;;:
Agrlculture) and one-’
NGO thex Desert. Re- -

search Foundation of Na-
mibia (DRFN).

Browii said the DRFN's.
contribution” was highly
valued; as the organisa-
tion ‘brought with it 35
y&rsofexpenencemand
land'studies. = - |

The committee was

subsequentlyexpanded to
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Namibia Agricultural’
Union, Namibia Devel-:
opment Trust and other *

" refevant oxgamsauons. K

A comprehenswe "
ouu-&achprogmmmewas,,
»established by Napcod:
through DREN to consult
with communities di-

recﬁy and to raise aware? -
ness throughradio broad: *

castsmd)evgmcularof
those: - affécted by
desemﬁcanom,

+ I 1994 'viozl:shop
was bem'wlix:h included .

nities, Mimstry officials,

NGOs andresearchers, to
establish the main objec-
tives of Napcod:

As wide a base of par-
ticipants-as possible was
maintained at the work-
shop to ensure a compre-
hensive participation' in
the formulation of the ob-
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_Drama performances Bt
were utilised to commu- | S
-hicate theprocwdmgs of
the workshop to” Tural
- communities, many of ~ |88
whxchstﬂlsmgthesongs,. :
of the plays to this day:-

- A breakthrough in the
struggle forawareness of
desertificatiomr - was
reached it 1995 when
Desertification Day was .
rqarlqed for the firsttime.
. Qutlining the successes

Uariua. ..~ Kakujiha,
Outreach. Co-ordmator
“'stressed. that. the, pro~
gramme made full usé of
the vast knowlcdge held
by rural communities.

It could commumcate
specific activities used to
combat defonestauon and
bush encroachmentin one
region, to the inhabitants
of others with the same
problems.
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Outreach Co-ordmator for. the Napood pro-q
gramme, who gave a progress reportdlmng the
Information Weekend at Gobabeb. =

and: Tourism explained
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81| WORKS, Transport and Communica-
%1:| tion Minister Hampie Plichta has re-
'| jected reports that he interfered with
. the running of the Keetmanshoop rail-

| way station and transported exploswes

{| Plichta blasts ‘dynamite story

i | ® CHRIS NDIVANGA

“Tunder no circumstances negotiated
withror issued any directives to the sta-
tion master. Fdid transport MrJ Cilliers,
who had difficulty in walkingasa result
of a recent knee operation, an approxi-

goods yard to his truck whichris a regis-
- tered to carry explosives,:but: I must

emnhacize that nn dunamite wae tranc-

in his Ministerial car.
Plichta turned up at the station and
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